THE PANDEMIC - ITS IMPACT ON THE ECONOMY
AND BANKRUPTCY CASE FILINGS
A Report by an Economist on Economic Trends
vs. Bankruptcy Filings

Thursday, January 6, 2022 — 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. MST via Zoom

Bankruptcy case filings are down, but when can we expect those filings to rise

again? Join us on Thursday, January 6, 2022, at noon MST for an analysis of case
filings and various economic indicators in the United States economy. These indicators
may help not only explain what has happened with bankruptcy case filings, but also
when changes might be expected.

We are pleased to announce that William T. Rule, Ph.D., Senior Economist employed
by the Administrative Office of the United States Courts, will speak about these
economic trends experienced in the United States economy, case filings and some
economic comparisons to the 1918 pandemic.

One hour of MCLE credit is pending approval. You do not need to RSVP or sign-up in
advance of the discussion. Instead, please email your name, bar number, and Zoom ID
or phone number used to connect to clerk@id.uscourts.gov after the presentation to
ensure proper reporting of attendance for MCLE credit. Please note that without
sending this information, you will not receive MCLE credit.

Please plan to join the meeting by 11:45 a.m. to ensure that all technical issues are
resolved before the meeting begins. To join the meeting, use the following link or call-in
information:

https://www.zoomgov.com/j/1602329319?pwd=eFRQeVJWOWFzeUdJRMROREhyT3AxZz09
Meeting ID: 160 232 9319
Passcode: 474115

Dial by your location
+1 669 254 5252 US (San Jose)
+1 646 828 7666 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 160 232 9319
Passcode: 474115


mailto:clerk@id.uscourts.gov
https://www.zoomgov.com/j/1602329319?pwd=eFRQeVJWOWFzeUdJRmROREhyT3AxZz09

William Rule is Senior Economist in the Judicial Services Office of the Administrative Office of
the U.S. Courts. His primary role is the application of quantitative methods to the analysis of the
bankruptcy system. Most of his analyses are provided to the Judicial Conference Committee on
the Administration of the Bankruptcy System and to the Chief of the Judicial Services Office to
assist with recommendations and determinations related to bankruptcy rules, policies, and
procedures and numbers of judgeships. In addition to his work for the Administrative Office, he
works directly with bankruptcy courts on long range planning, court performance analyses,
location decisions and other issues. He also provides assistance to the Judicial Data and Analysis
Office, the Associate Director for the Department of Program Services and the Space and
Facilities directorate.

Prior to joining the staff of the Judicial Services Office, he staffed the Judicial Conference’s
Long Range Planning Committee and assisted in the development of the first comprehensive
long range plan for the federal judiciary.

Before joining the Administrative Office, he worked in the management consulting divisions of
Coopers & Lybrand and KPMG Peat Marwick where he was senior project manager responsible
for economic analysis, econometric and mathematical modeling and statistical analysis for
domestic and international clients in the private and public sectors.

He holds an undergraduate degree in economics with a math minor from Macalester College, and
a Ph.D. in economics from Virginia Tech, where he specialized in monetary theory and policy,
industrial organization and econometrics. He has taught in the Virginia Tech graduate
economics program as well as for the USDA Graduate School in Washington, D.C. He has also
served as an adjunct scholar and member of the advisory committee for the Beacon Hill Institute
for Public Policy Research. He is a fellow of the Royal Statistical Society.

While he has published a number of really boring papers on various subjects, he has tended to
spend much more time assisting others in their research by providing data and analysis. Thus he
is mentioned much more often in footnotes than in author citations.
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